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    The Waynesville R-VI Board of 
Education voted on March 12 to move 
Wood Elementary students to Pick 
Elementary starting this fall.
    A large group of Wood staff, parents 
and students turned out for the tour and 
informational meetings held at Pick 
Elementary on March 10.
    “Based on the positive input we 
received throughout the process, 
including the comments during and 
following the March 10th parent 
meeting, we are moving forward with 
the plan to close Wood Elementary 
and move students to Pick Elementary 
with the start of the 
2015-16 school year,” 
says Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent.
    Wood Elementary 
was originally designed 
as a junior high; Pick 
Elementary was built 
as an elementary school 
and was renovated in 
2002. The district plans 
to paint Pick’s interior, 
install new technology 
and make playground 
equipment improvements before 
students occupy the building.
    “As folks toured the building, the 
advantages of Pick stand out,” says Dr. 
Chris Berger, assistant superintendent 
of operational services. “There are 
restrooms in the lower elementary 
classrooms, sinks in every classroom 
and the counters are the right height for 
elementary students.”
    In addition, Pick has a more 
efficient heating and cooling system 
and an advantageous location to the 
primary neighborhood housing Wood 
Elementary students.
    “This is a win-win for everyone,” 
says Dr. Antiqua Hunter, Wood 

Wood to move to Pick facility

Col. Andrew Herbst, FLW Garrison 
commander, addresses the audience. 

principal. “At the end of the 
presentation on Tuesday, I called 
students to the front of the gym and 
asked them to give me a thumbs-
up if they liked it, and thumbs 
went up everywhere. That’s a great 
endorsement.”
    School boundaries are also part of 
the proposal. Students who live on 
three streets – Montrose, Daniels and 
Phoenix – who currently attend Wood 
will be considered for reassignment to 
Thayer Elementary.  The district plans 
to implement a “grandfather clause” 
that will allow current Wood students 

to remain at Pick 
Elementary. Any 
new students 
moving onto those 
streets would be 
assigned to Thayer 
Elementary.
    “Our goal is 
to more evenly 
distribute our 
current student 
population 
between the three 
post elementary 

schools and this boundary change will 
move us toward that goal,” Berger says.
    Also part of the proposal, the district 
is making plans to place most special 
education students in their home school, 
so they may attend the same school 
as other children who live in the same 
neighborhood.
    “We still have details to work out 
and we want to look at each child on 
a case-by-case basis, but we will let 
parents know once firm plans emerge,” 
says Hilary Bales, Director of Special 
Services.
    The board, administration, and staff 
are looking forward to finalizing plans 
for a smooth transition.

    Waynesville High School received 
national certification this week for 
its Project Lead The Way (PLTW) 
program, a curriculum designed 
to promote science, technology, 
engineering and math through hands-on 
and real-world applications.
    “Waynesville High School should 
be congratulated for demonstrating 
its commitment to PLTW’s quality 
standards,” says PLTW President and 
CEO Vince Bertram. “The real winners 
here, however, are Waynesville’s 
students. Students benefit from PLTW’s 
innovative, project-based curriculum 
that encourages creativity, problem-
solving and critical thinking. We look 
forward to many more years of working 
together to prepare Waynesville R-VI 
School District students for the global 
economy.”

District’s PLTW 
receives national 
certification
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Alexis Ouellette and Terrick Miller 
test their bridge building skills.



    Teachers Errica Vaughn and William 
DeMalade added that PLTW courses 
give kids experience seeing how a 
concept they learned in math applies to 
real-world projects. 
    “The students are excited and eager 
to get started everyday on their projects 
and content,” DeMalade says. “These 
hands-on experiences will engage 
more students in science, technology, 
engineering and math—fields that 
they might otherwise never have 
considered.”
    In order to remain competitive in 
the global economy, America needs 
approximately 400,000 STEM college 
graduates annually, according to a 
National Business Roundtable report. 
Currently, the U.S. is graduating only 
265,000 annually. PLTW is providing 
students with the skills, foundation 
and proven path to college and career 
success in STEM areas to increase the 
number of STEM graduates.
    “The PLTW program draws more 
students to engineering, math and 
science and gets them thinking about 
college and their careers,” says WHS 
Principal Courtney Long. “The project-
based class really keeps the students 
engaged.”
    One of the first steps to receiving 
accreditation is a self-evaulation. 
Kymberly McCall, I-STEM-21 
project director; the I-STEM-21 
team; teachers Errica Vaughn and 
Bill DeMalade;  Principal Courtney 

Long; and counselors Theresa McNutt, 
Rick Vernon and Michael Armstrong; 
and third party evaluator Dr. Susan 
Gettys submitted a self-assessment of 
the high school and middle school’s 
implementation of PLTW’s engineering 
program. A site visit by a PLTW trained 
team followed. PLTW’s team met 
with teachers, school administrators, 
counselors, students and members of 
the school’s partnership team. A PLTW 
school’s partnership team (sometimes 
referred to as an advisory council) is 
comprised of teachers, counselors, 
administrators, post-secondary 
representatives, business and industry 
professionals and other community 

Project Lead the Way
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members who actively support the 
PLTW program within a school.
    PLTW, a nonprofit organization 
and the nation’s leading provider 
of STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics) education 
programs, offers a rigorous, world-
class curriculum that allows students 
to apply what they are learning in 
math and science class to real-life 
activities, projects and problems. 
PLTW also prides itself on high-quality 
professional development of its teachers 
and an engaged network of business, 
community and university partners to 
give students the fullest experience.
    The national PLTW recognition 
program distinguishes schools 
for successfully demonstrating a 
commitment to PLTW’s national 
standards. 
    Additionally, certification as a PLTW 
school provides students with the 
opportunity to apply for college credit 
or receive college-level recognition at 
PLTW affiliate universities when they 
successfully complete select PLTW 
courses in high school. PLTW has more 
than 50 college, university and research 
partners, including Missouri University 
of Science and Technology in Rolla.
    For more information on PLTW, 
Waynesville R-VI School District go to 
the district website under “Programs/
Services.”  You may also contact 
Jennifer Cahill at the national office at 
(317) 669-0871 or jcahill@pltw.org. Students in Errica Vaughn’s PLTW principles of engineering class test bridges.

Waynesville High School students were interviewed during the certification 
visit by PLTW evaluators Mr. Hosick and Ms. Galbraith. Waynesville students 
who were interviewed included Natalia Bermundez, Austin Camplejohn, Alexis 
Ouellette and Michael Lewis. 



    Would you like military support 
– soldiers to help with a classroom 
project, the commanding general to 
speak or the military police to talk 
about safety? If so, Fort Leonard 
Wood personnel are glad to assist with 
classroom projects and special events, 
but the post needs to know about the 
request at least 45 days in advance.  
    The first step is to fill out the 
Department of Defense Form 2536, 
available for download from http://
www.wpafb.af.mil/shared/media/
document/AFD-111020-008.pdf and 
then forward the completed form to 
ryan.j.thompson44.civ@mail.mil.
    Please note that this does not apply 
to routine requests and interaction with 
your Partners in Education unit.

Steps to invite 
FLW personnel 
to your school 

WHS Debate and Troupe 
1669 members - (L to R) 
top: Derek Ray, Jarrod 
Parker, Emily Heinlein, 
Kate Dooley, Rebekah 
Sharpe, Cinnamon 
Bragg, Isabelle Rice and 
Tyler Johnson; middle: 
Madison Conatser, 
Brooklyn Smith and 
Sarina Aguilar;
bottom: Destiny Bernt, 
Timber Daniel and Zack 
Seiber.

Above, the impressive U.S. 
Army Drill Team showcased 
their talents just prior to 
the trophy presentation 
ceremony during 
Waynesville High School’s 
first drill meet on March 14. 
As part of the drill routine, 
1st Lt. Lauran Glover walked 
through two lines of soldiers 
as their weapons crossed in 
front of and behind her. With 
perfect timing she walked 
down the middle. Glover 
made history in November 
when she became the first 
female commander in the 3d 
U.S. Infantry Regiment (The 
Old Guard), which is based 
at the Fort Myer portion of 
Joint Base Myer-Henderson 
Hall. 

There’s no debate; WHS students are going to state

WHS medalists at the MSHSAA 
District Tournament were (L to R): 
Cinnamon Bragg, Sean Lackey and 
Jacob Saylor.

    The Waynesville High School Debate Team competed at the MSHSAA District 
Tournament hosted at Camdenton High School last weekend with entries in nine events. In 
addition, a one-act play took 5th place. Cinnamon Bragg advances to the state competition 
in April with a 1st place win in Prose Interpretation. Sean Lackey and Jacob Saylor placed 
3rd overall in Public Forum Debate. 

    Individuals who received the 
Waynesville R-VI’s postcard are 
encouraged to complete the eight-
question survey, if they haven’t done so 
already.  The survey links are located on 
the district’s main page at http://www.
waynesville.k12.mo.us/
    The survey will close on March 31.

Public survey 
continues 3/31



    The following Waynesville High 
School students received a “I” rating on 
their performance at the District Music 
Contest this past Saturday. 
   These students have earned the right to 
compete in the state contest on May 1: 
    Zoey Logan - vocal solo
    Resha Swanson - clarinet solo
    Marcus Collishaw - tuba solo
    Rebekah Sharpe - vocal solo
    Emily Anderson - vocal solo
    Alex Thomas - euphonium solo
    Jacob Meza - vocal solo and 
    piano solo
    Ezechiel Daos - flute solo and 
    vocal solo
    Kristen Thiemann - trumpet solo
    Xena Thompson - vocal solo
    Savannah Blau - tuba solo
    Irving Martinez - vocal solo
    Larry Clarke - alto saxophone solo
    Alexis Gaono - vocal solo
    Cinnamon Bragg - vocal solo
    Jon Lowe - vocal solo
    Rachel Slabaugh - tenor saxophone 
    solo
    Michaela Watkins - clarinet solo
    Clarinet Trio - Resha Swanson, 
Michaela Watkins and Dominique 
Darville
    Saxophone Quartet - Resha 
Swanson, Rachel Slabaugh, Haley 
Robinson and Dominic Williams

     Members from Voices, Waynesville 
R-VI’s elementary honor choir, had the 
opportunity to attend the CDMMEA 
elementary choir festival in St. James. 
The festival allows elementary choirs 
from 17 different districts to come 
together under the direction of a 
guest clinician, rehearse and present a 
polished concert for friends and family.
    The singers have been preparing 
the six selections with their directors 
since January and on March 7, after 
nearly six hours of rehearsal, they 
sang a beautiful concert alongside new friends. The students learned new rehearsal 
techniques, warmups and stretches, musical terminology and how to balance and blend 
a large ensemble.  
    Voices has members from all elementary schools as well as WSGC and are under the 
direction of Nathan and Leigh Schaefferkoetter, Alicia Harrison and Cheryl Wood.

Members of Voices, the district’s elementary honor choir.

Singers Myka Schaefferkoetter, Breanna 
Setchfield and Monica Rayburn enjoy a 
morning break.

Choir members participate in festival

Choir students 
advance to state

    Members of the 399th 
Army Band visited 
Leigh Schaefferkoetter 
and Whitney Martin’s 
second grade music 
classes at East 
Elementary. 
    Students learned 
the science behind 
producing different 
sounds and volumes on 
instruments. This lesson 
was created by science 
instructional coaches 
Gail Forsyth and Leanne 
Halbrook and aligned 
with second grade 
general music standards.

 Mackenzie Norman from Mason 
Heavin’s class laughs at the sound 
made from a homemade trumpet. 
The trumpet consisted of a trumpet 
mouthpiece, tubing and a funnel. 
Students must buzz their lips to create 
vibration in the mouthpiece.

Army band teaches science of music

Members of Kristin Deering’s second grade class get a close-up look of an alto 
saxophone. Students pressed on the keys to change the pitch of the saxophone.



Students in Mrs 
O’Brien’s after school 
Enrichment Club 
took flight. Students 
designed and tested 
their paper airplanes 
on a beautiful day 
after school just 
before spring break. 
The club meets 
weekly and has 
studied sharks, 
computer coding, 
robotics, force and 
motion, and candy 
science over the past 
three months.

    Both the Waynesville High School 
and Waynesville Middle School Interact 
Clubs will host the 4th Annual Race for 
the Ribbons 5K on April 18.
    Check-in begins at 6:30 a.m. and 
the registration fee is $25. The 5K race 
begins at 8 a.m. and the family fun walk 
begins at 8:10 a.m. 
    Registration forms can be picked up 
at the middle school and high school 
offices. They also may be downloaded 
at the school website
http://waynesville.schoolwires.net/
Domain/10.
To register using your credit card, go to
http://racefortheribbons.itsyourrace.com
    Registration forms must be received 
by Friday, April 3, to be guaranteed 
a t-shirt. For additional information, 
contact Kelly Howley at khowley@
waynesville.k12.mo.us or Frances 
Dutchuk at fdutchuk@waynesville.k12.
mo.us
    This year’s proceeds will be divided 
between drug awareness (red ribbon), 
Snack in a Pack (orange ribbon), and 
the FLW Veterans Cemetery (patriotic 
ribbon). 

Race for the Ribbons 
to be held April 18

The art entry (above) from 
Freedom Elementary’s Emily 
Crabtree was selected as the 
President’s Choice for Upper 
Elementary award winner. 
The award was presented 
to Crabtree on March 12 by 
Missouri’s First Lady Nixon on 
the first floor Capitol Rotunda. 

    The Waynesville Community Resource Office is currently hiring for the 2015 
AmeriCorps VISTA Summer Associate program in Pulaski County. During 10 weeks 
of service, members can assist with summer education programs, build community-
school partnerships, support veterans and military families and help fight poverty.
    The AmeriCorps VISTA Summer Associate program is a great opportunity for recent 
high school graduates and college students to participate in service within the local 
community over the summer, earn a living allowance in the amount of $973/month, 
obtain valuable work experience, and receive either the Segal AmeriCorps Education 
Award in the amount of $1194.00 or an end of service stipend of $287.70.
    To be a VISTA Summer Associate, candidates must be at least 18 years of age by 
May 26, 2015, be a U.S. Citizen or a National or Legal Resident, able to commit and 
serve on a full-time basis for 10 weeks (May 26 - Aug 4, 2015), and have a GED or 
high school diploma.
    As a VISTA Summer Associate, your contributions will have an actual and credible 
impact on those being served. If you are interested or have any questions, please 
contact Carla Davel at (573) 528-5330 or cdavel@waynesville.k12.mo.us 
    The Community Resource Office is a grant-supported department of the Waynesville 
R-VI School District that manages district volunteers; AmeriCorps school tutors, 
AmeriCorps VISTA members, Club TIGER Afterschool Program, Snack in a Pack 
Program, Parent Workshops, Student Transitions, and more.  

Freedom student 
wins President’s 
Choice art award 

VISTA summer positions open

Members of the 
399th Army Band 
rehearsed with the 
Waynesville High 
School Band to 
help encourage 
students as 
they prepare for 
competition. The 
399th Army Band’s
director is Mr. Rick 
Chapman. 


